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After Apple-Picking
Robert Frost is an admired poet in America owing to his rich history and style of writing. The thematic views of the majority of Frost’s poems focused on the earthly existence and how most often his poems could be misinterpreted. In the majority of his poems, Frost focused much on ideas that could allow the reader to misjudge and make conclusions that were not in line with the poet’s initial intention. In the poem “After Apple-Picking,” Frost’s presented a controversial scene where the poem could be interpreted in different ways (Frost 45) . The poem initially portrayed the poet where he failed to fill one of the barrels with apples while leaving the ladder leaning on the tree. The ladder and the empty barrel signifies life and the desire to leave amid fears of death continually. Frost’s captured the philosophical thinking of life and death where a person gives through numerous challenges in life but end up losing up upon the reality of the true meaning of life.
The poem creates a dramatic situation when the poet complicates the understanding of the poem. In “After Apple-Picking,” Frost uses the words “This Sleep of Mine” and “Whatever the Sleep it is,” to create a different interpretation of the poem (Frost 36). The poem at first signifies death and the challenges one must go through to realize the life might not be rewarding at all. Even if the second phrase creates a situation of evading from the reality of death, the reader is left with the opportunity of understanding the poem differently. The change in the persona of the poem from the poet’s narration, to the third voice makes Frost’s work admirable (Frost 48). The poem provides a situation where the reader sympathizes with the poet but eventually finds himself or herself in the situation of the poet. The poem has been perfectly crafted with great use of dramatic irony to challenge and encourage the reader to develop an interpretation of the poem.
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